The CNS Budget and Finance Committee has met and reviewed the academic program review document for the Physical Science Program.  The Committee offers the following observations and recommendations:
Objectives/Assessment
1. The program faculty have developed a Mission Statement for the Physical Sciences Program.

2. The program faculty have developed a set of Student Learning Goals of the Physical Science Program.

3. The Physical Science Program has no courses of its own, and relies upon assessment of courses carried out by the Physics and other programs in physical sciences and mathematics.

4. The Program Assessment Coordinator for the Physics Department is responsible for assessment of the Physical Sciences Program.
Curriculum
1. The program offers a Bachelor of Arts in Physical Sciences.

2. Students can chose between a degree without a concentration or a concentration in Environmental Sciences, Earth Sciences or Applied Physics.
3. The program has no classes that are taught primarily for Physical Science Majors as the students take regular courses taught in Astronomy, Physics, Chemistry and Geology programs.
4. Currently there are no plans to change the curriculum.

5. The two lecture classes which carry a PHSC prefix, and for which students can gain lower division GE credit (area B1) have not been offered in the period under review.

Students/Faculty
1. The program has no dedicated faculty members but relies on courses normally taught in the Physics, Astronomy, Geology, Mathematics, Computer Science and Chemistry Department.

2. The Physics Department has four members all of whom teach courses taken by Physical Sciences Majors.

3. Coverage of expertise issues is not a critical issue in Physical Sciences as the faculty members in various departments teaching the courses the Physical Science Majors take have expertise in their various areas.

4. During the time under review the number of Physical Science Majors has varied from 2 in 2004-2005 to 8 in 1999-2000.

5. Only two Physical Science Students have earned Physical Science degrees during the period under review. 

Resources/Department Recommendations

1. The Physical Science Program has very few, if any, of its own resources because its classes are all taught by faculty in various departments and are all courses normally taught in those departments.  

2. The Physical Science Program has no classes of its own so it generates no SCH or FTES.

3. All Physical Science Majors are allocated a faculty advisor and are mandated to receive advising before each semester.

4. Equipment needs for the Physical Science Program are tied to the needs of the disciplines that teach the courses in the Major.  Physical Sciences has no equipment of its own.

